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Corn prices up

Renee Torres, a
senior studying
mortuary
science from
Metropolis,
rolls out a
cart used
for moving
cadavers
Wednesday in
the embalming
lab at the
College of
Applied Sciences
and Arts. The
lab keeps 60
cadavers in a
walk-in cooler
for use in
hands-on
work with
embalmment
and restoration.

Regional farmers
adjust to faltering
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Former teeny
bopper makes the
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Ten Year Itch list.
| Page 10

Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Auggie’s Dawgies
All-Star opening

SPORTS

ceremony made up in
time what it lacked in
interest. | Page 12

The work of a mortuary
science student is often grim.
Tasks include anything from
funeral planning to reconstructive surgery or embalming. Though the work directly
involves the dead, mortuary
science is done for the living,

WEATHER
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A final class project requires students to reconstruct the face of a famous
person, such as John F. Kennedy, center, from a blank human skull, shown at
right. Other face molds are damaged and help students learn to fix noses, fill
gashes and match skin tones.

Asian students take in America
Sean McGahan

Today
Sunny
High: 93, Low: 68

said Cydney Griffith, associate professor for mortuary science and funeral service.
“We have to help the survivors survive,” Griffth said.
“Our main concern is to help
those who grieve anyway we
possibly can.”

After years of obsessing over rhymed
tales of life in America, an aspiring rapper from Myanmar is experiencing the
culture through his eyes instead of his
headphones.
Maung Yemon Aung, 18 from
Yangon, Myanmar, said he has been rapping since the age of 12 in the style of his
musical idols Jay-Z and Dr. Dre. Aung is
one of 19 students from Southeast Asia
visiting SIUC this summer in a federally
sponsored lesson in United States culture
and politics.
Unlike many of the students who are
studying political science and business,
Aung hopes to use the experience to
help him further his career as an audio
engineer and producer. But political and
economic factors in Myanmar, formerly
known as Burma, have made the career
difficult, he said.
Myanmar, a nation of roughly 47
million, is under a strict military dictatorship, with the majority of its high-ranking political positions held by military
officials.
None of the students in the program
from Myanmar were willing to talk
about specifics of the situation in the

country, but Aung did give insight on the
struggle of a musician trying to put out
his personal voice.
He said many of his songs have
double-meanings to represent things he
would not be allowed to speak about,
such as consumers’ inability to obtain
popular electronic and hip hop music.
In one song, he uses the personification of a girl to represent the CDs he has
trouble purchasing.
“We can’t talk directly, because of our
political situation. We have to talk in an
indirect way,” he said. “In that song, I just
say, ‘Oh baby, please come to my house.’”
Even so, he said he cannot release the
music publically.
Aung is one of four of the 19 students in the program who come from
Myanmar. Other students hail from
Vietnam and Cambodia in the program
sponsored by the U.S. Department of
State. SIUC is one of seven universities
nationwide chosen through a grant process to host the students.
John Foster, a professor of political
science and director of the program, said
he especially appreciates the opportunity
to teach the students from Myanmar.
“Burma’s been very closed out to the
rest of the world for the last decade or
so, so I think any contact you can make
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Phoo Aung, 20, a student from Yangon, Myanmar, takes a picture
from inside the Gateway Arch Saturday while touring St. Louis with
members of the Sparta Rotary club. Aung is visiting SIUC for five weeks along
with 19 other students in a program sponsored by the U.S. Department of State.

between Burmese citizens and the rest of
the world is probably a healthy thing —
as long as they don’t get in trouble when
they get home, anyway,” Foster said.
Since arriving in St. Louis June 29,
the group has already been lectured

VISIT SIUDE.COM: NEWS, SPORTS, UPDATES, MULTIMEDIA AND FORUMS FOR YOUR EVERYDAY LIFE

on leadership by SIU President Glenn
Poshard, received a full tour of City Hall
from Mayor Brad Cole and engaged
in the age-old Americna tradition
See AUNG, Page 2
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of throwing corn-kernel-filled beanbags onto wooden boards at a Sunset
Concert. The five-week trip culminates
in Washington, D.C., at the end of the
month.
Aung said he has enjoyed the experience of sharing in American culture,
and often sits outside of his residence at
University Hall talking with other students about his favorite hip-hop artists.
He said one of the most striking things
about the citizens is their desire to be
independent.
“Everyone here wants to live for their
own self. They don’t want to depend on
the other people,” Aung said. “They
make their own way.”
Some of Aung’s fellow travelers
said they were surprised to find their
assumptions about the United States
and its citizens were off base.
“I thought all American people
would wear sexy clothes and they would
be very liberal, but that was not so,” said
Phoo Aung, 20, of Yangon, Myanmar.
Phoo Aung said she would pursue a business management career in
Singapore after her trip. She said the
cultural and political lessons she has
learned would help prepare her for the
globalized business world.
One of the first things she learned,
she said, was how little most Americans
know about their own country. She said
nearly every professor has told them
the average citizen does not get the
in-depth lectures they have received,
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leaving citizens ill-informed about how
their government really works.
“We were hoping American people
be more informed about their country
than we are in our country.They’re more
informed that they have freedom of
speech, but it’s not that much different,”
Phoo Aung said.
Many concerns of citizens in both
countries seem to be similar, she said, but
each group has a different way to deal
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with the problems. For instance, many
citizens in Myanmar do not have health
insurance, she said, but they do not react
the way she has seen Americans act.
“We don’t have health insurance
in our country, but that’s normal for
people. They don’t complain about
that. But here, people complain
about that to their government, but
still there is no action to make it happen,” she said.
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Corn production costs rise steadily
A Case IH
model 2588
Axial-Flow
Combine sits
among other
tractors
awaiting
purchase at
Vergennes
Equipment.
Even with the
corn prices at
a higher rate
than before,
equipment
sales have
not seen a
decrease.
J ENNIFER J OHNSON
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Midwest farmers
remain uneasy
Justin Lange
DAILY EGYPTIAN

As people consume corn at
record rates, recent increases in
corn prices have consumers and
farmers worried about empty
pockets.
Citizens nationwide consumed
more than 10 million bushels of

‘‘A

corn in 2007, according to the
USDA Feed Grains Database. On
average, each citizen used more
than five pounds of corn products
every day.
Recent increases in corn production costs have driven the price
of corn to a record high of more
than $7 a bushel. Those affected
have cited several factors, including
the weakened value of the dollar,
speculations made by investors, the
high price of fuel and recent floods
in the Midwest.

ny food commodity, you’ve got to get it from point
A to point B. The fuel prices and transportation is
what’s hurting the most.
— Jarrett Nehring
director of field operations at University Farms

Richard Borgsmiller, president
of the Jackson County Farm Bureau
Board of Directors, farms roughly
600 acres near Murphysboro.
When similar crop inflations occurred in the late 1980s,
Borgsmiller said, speculators kept
investing more and more money
into the market because the returns
remained great. However, this eventually led to inflation that crippled
the crop market, he said.
“The volatility is enormous,”
Borgsmiller said. “We’re treading
water.”
As corn prices rise, so do corn
production costs, said Mike Lofton,
a full-time farm equipment dealer,
part-time farmer and Agriculture
Economic SIU graduate from
Cobden.
Fertilizer is almost three times
as expensive as in years past, he

said. With the current situation,
Lofton said he is unsure about the
industry as well as the economy.
“It’s a gamble,” he said.
Jarrett Nehring, director of field
operations at University Farms, said
the increase is also felt by the university. While the 250 acres of corn
farmed at SIUC each year is primarily used to feed the universityowned cattle and swine, Nehring
said the increase in production
costs are affecting operations. Like
others, Nehring also blames the
high costs on transportation and
energy costs.
“Any food commodity, you’ve
got to get it from point A to point
B. The fuel prices and transportation is what’s hurting the most,”
Nehring said.
Tom Rosenthal, swine manager

at University Farms, said the recent
increase in corn prices have also
made an impact on other farm
operations. Rosenthal said 70 percent of the cost of raising swine
comes directly from feed costs.
“We’ve cut our herd almost in
half due to the price of corn,”
Rosenthal said. “It’s harder for the
little guy.”
But as the cost of crop production has risen considerably in recent
years, the sale of farm equipment
remains steady,said Bugs Iman,assistant parts manager for Vergennes
Equipment. The farm supply store,
located just north of Vergennes,
sells everything from combines
to riding-lawnmowers.
Justin Lange can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 258 or jlange@siu.edu
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Inflation watch: Consumer prices jump in June
Martin Crutsinger
THE ASSCIATED PRESS

WAS H I NGTO N — Prices
for a quart of milk, a plane ticket
and a host of other products rose
in June at nearly the fastest pace
in a generation — yet another
economic shock wave that alarmed
analysts and took a bite out of the
buying power of Americans.
Consumer prices rose 1.1 percent in June from the month before,
far faster than the expected rate
of 0.7 percent and almost double
the reading from May, the Labor
Department said Wednesday.
The only time in the past quarter-century that monthly inflation
has been that high was in September
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2005, when prices jumped 1.3 percent, mostly because Hurricane
Katrina shut down oil refineries
and energy prices spiked.
Consumer prices are up 5
percent over the last 12 months,
the fastest one-year change since
1991.
As prices rose last month, takehome pay took a hit. Adjusting
for inflation, weekly wages fell 0.9
percent in June, the third straight
monthly decline and the biggest
drop in almost four years.
The news was the back half of
a one-two punch on inflation. On
Tuesday, the Labor Department
reported that prices at the wholesale level were rising by the highest
annual rate in 27 years.
Before Congress, Federal
Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke
wrapped up two days of testimony
and repeated his concerns about
inflation, also noting the housing
slump, financial turmoil and credit
troubles.
“We will work our way through
these financial storms,” he said.
The Consumer Price Index,
which came out Wednesday, measures not just what Americans pay
for goods but for other purchases,
including services like health care
and haircuts.
Higher energy costs led the way,
with a more than 10 percent rise
in gasoline prices. More expensive
vegetables, dairy and beef pushed
up food costs.
Core inflation, the figure

D AVID M. B ARREDA ~ M C C LATCHY TRIBUNE

Mohan Duvvuri, 6, carries a sack of Indian rice during grocery shopping day with his family at Kumud
Groceries in Cupertino, Calif., May 24. Due to rising consumer costs, the Duvvuri family has decided to
move back to India.
that excludes energy and food to
measure other costs, rose by 0.3
percent in June, the fastest rise
since January. Airline tickets grew
almost 5 percent more expensive,
the biggest rise since the summer
of 2001.
The report illustrates just how

quickly prices are rising — not that
the economic squeeze is anything
new to most Americans.
Marsha Marvel, 45, an elementary school reading specialist from
Springfield, Ill., said she had created a weekly household budget to
hold down expenses and the family

was cutting back on trips and restaurant meals to save.
“This summer, I feel like I’m
paying $10 into my gas tank every
day, so we’ve really had to change
our budget,” she said. “We’re just
watching our money so much more
closely than before.”

Police pose to nab errant drivers US soldiers in Iraq yearn
in the crosswalk but hadn’t heard
about the law requiring him to stop.
Another knew about the law but
C H I CAG O — So why did didn’t see the pedestrian.
officer Grace Delgado try to cross
Nearly 4,800 pedestrians were
the road? To remind motorists that killed and 61,000 injured in 2006,
they must stop whenever someone according to the most recent statistics
compiled by the National Highway
steps off the curb into a crosswalk.
In an unusual undercover opera- Traffic Safety Administration. In
tion, Delgado posed as a pedestrian Chicago alone, 65 pedestrians have
on a busy street while fellow officers died annually in recent years.
The number of deaths has
waited for drivers to barrel past her
in violation of a law that requires dropped, but there is concern those
them yield at crosswalks, even if numbers could climb again as more
there is no stop sign.
vehicles hit the road, and the elderly
Chicago this year joined a grow- population skyrockets.
ing number of big cities and small
“We’re beginning to see a healthy
towns that are sending officers into desire of older folks to remain active
traffic to make motorists pay more and go out for their daily walks,” said
attention to pedestrians.
Doug Hecox, spokesman for the
“People, they don’t care,” said Federal Highway Administration.
Delgado, whose bright pink base- “That, along with more cars ... is a
recipe for danger.”
ball hat and orange
Some communiblouse made her espet starts putting ties already are seecially tough to miss. “It’s
‘Get out of my way.’ The
pedestrians on ing more walkers
because of the slow
whole mentality is ‘Get
their radar.
out of my way.’”
economy.
— Ron Van Houten
“The way gas
With Delgado’s help,
Western Michigan University
police stopped 78 vehiprices
are, people are
psychology professor
cles in just two hours
rediscovering their
and told them they’d violated a law feet,” said Pam Fischer, highway
that’s been on the books for years. traffic safety director in New Jersey,
That number easily could have been which recently launched a “Cops in
doubled, but officers stopped only the Crosswalks” program.
drivers who kept moving after
In Chicago, most drivers were
Delgado had walked four or five puzzled to find themselves pulled
feet into the road.
over.
When they were pulled over,
Roland Sapitula said that stopmotorists offered all kinds of expla- ping was simply not an option. “It
nations: One saw the pedestrian was too late for me to get on the

Don Babwin
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CIA leak records kept
from Congress
WASHINGTO N (AP) — President
Bush invoked executive privilege to keep
Congress from seeing the FBI report of
an interview with Vice President Dick
Cheney and other records related to the
administration’s leak of CIA operative
Valerie Plame’s identity in 2003.
The president’s decision drew a sharp
protest Wednesday.

brakes,” he said.
Louis Ramirez, 84, said he didn’t
see Delgado — and he wouldn’t
have stopped for her if he had.
“There’s no sign out there,” he said.
“I (do) not have to stop.”
Officers gave motorists a brief
lecture about the law, then sent
relieved drivers on their way. But
police understand that the only
thing more effective than a lecture
from a police officer is a lecture and
a ticket.
“If there’s really no threat of getting a ticket for it, you’re not going
to really pay attention,” said officer
Chuck Trendle, who was working
with Delgado.
In Essex County, N.J., authorities “tried the educational route for
years,” said Paul Loriquet, spokesman for the prosecutor’s office. “But
until you hit somebody in the wallet,
it doesn’t stick.”
The threat of a ticket seemed to
work in Bellingham, Wash. After
the city started a police-decoy program in 2002, the percentage of
drivers who yielded to pedestrians
rose at least 25 percent — even at
corners where tickets were not being
issued.
In St. Petersburg, Fla., the results
were even more impressive. The percentage of motorists who yielded to
pedestrians jumped from 2 percent
in 2003 to 82 percent in 2007, after
police began writing tickets, educating the public and installing flashing
beacons. Pedestrian crashes dropped
17 percent between 2005 and 2006.

I

Prisoner swap could
encourage more
hostage-taking
J E R U S A L E M (AP) — Critics of
Israel’s lopsided prisoner exchange with
Lebanese guerrillas said Wednesday
that such deals only encourage more
hostage-taking — a fear underscored by
Gaza militants who said the swap proves
that kidnapping is the only way.

to be in Afghanistan
Sebastian Abbot
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGH DA D — Spc. Grover
Gebhart has spent nine months at
a small post on a Sunni-Shiite fault
line in western Baghdad. But the
21-year-old soldier on his first tour
in Iraq feels he’s missing the real
war — in Afghanistan, where his
brother is fighting the Taliban.
With violence in Iraq at its lowest level in four years and the war in
Afghanistan at a peak, the soldiers
serving at patrol station Maverick
say Gebhart’s view is increasingly
common, especially among younger
soldiers looking to prove themselves
in battle.
“I’ve heard it a lot since I got here,”
said 2nd Lt. Karl Kuechenmeister,
a 2007 West Point graduate who
arrived in Iraq about a week ago.
Soldiers who have experienced
combat stress note that it is usually young soldiers on their first
tour who most want to get on the
battlefield. They say it is hard to
communicate the horrors of war to
those who haven’t actually experienced it.
“These kids are just being
young,” said Sgt. Christopher Janis,
who is only 23 but is on his third
tour in Iraq. “They say they want
to get into battle until they do, and
then they won’t want it anymore.”
That soldiers are looking else-

where for a battle is a testament to
how much Iraq has changed from
a year ago, when violence was at its
height. Now it’s the lowest in four
years, thanks to the U.S. troop surge,
the turn by former Sunni insurgents
against al-Qaida in Iraq, and Iraqi
government crackdowns on Shiite
militias.
At least 29 U.S. soldiers died
in Iraq last month, and there were
19 deaths in May — the lowest
monthly toll for American troops
since the war began in March 2003.
By comparison, in Afghanistan, 28
Americans died in June and 17 in
May, but there are four times as
many U.S. troops in Iraq.
American military deaths in Iraq
are also down sharply this month,
in a trend that could take center
stage during Sen. Barack Obama’s
planned visit to Baghdad and the
debate over whether America’s
main battle is shifting back to
Afghanistan.
At least eight soldier deaths
had been reported for July by the
military as of Wednesday — four in
combat, two not connected to fighting and the recovery of remains of
two soldiers missing since last year.
The daily average of 0.50 deaths
so far is significantly below any
month in the war. The lowest for a
full month was 0.61 deaths in May,
and the next lowest was 0.71 in
February 2004.
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C I N C I N N AT I (AP) — John McCain
told the NAACP and some skeptical black
voters Wednesday that he will expand
education opportunities, partly through
vouchers for low-income children to
attend private school.
The likely Republican presidential
nominee addressed their annual
convention.

A S HBURN (AP) — A device
to prevent airplane fuel tanks from
exploding must be installed on certain
passenger jets and cargo planes, federal
officials said Wednesday, 12 years after
such an explosion destroyed TWA Flight
800, killing all 230 people aboard.
The new safety requirement applies
to new passenger and cargo planes.

FLORISSANT, Mo. (AP) — A
man shot and killed a woman in a
shopping mall outside St. Louis on
Wednesday and then killed himself,
police said. The pair were cousins,
according to a man who said he was
a relative.
No one else was injured but the
Jamestown Mall was evacuated.

McCain backs private
school vouchers

US unveils new air
safety rule

Man kills woman,
himself in shooting
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FEAR AND LOATHING IN CARBONDALE

Rooting for the old ball game

FBI should not
use racial profiling
MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

Andrea Lewis
ANDY FRUTH
afruth@siu.edu

As a baseball enthusiast, I have
always looked forward to Major
League Baseball’s Midsummer
Classic, the All-Star Game. I
remember games when I was
younger where Cardinal shortstop
Ozzie Smith would lead the
National League team out on the
field with his trademark flip and
then later turn double plays with
rival Cubs second baseman Ryne
Sandburg — something that did
not happen very often.
What I like about the AllStar Game is that for one day
of the season, you find yourself
in position where it is not just
about your team, but about the
best players in the league. As a
Cardinals fan, the All-Star Game
is the only time I root for any
player from the Chicago Cubs. For
that one night we are all on the
same team.
There were many good stories
to come out of this year’s All-Star
festivities, hosted by the New York
Yankees during their final season
at historic Yankee Stadium.

How about Josh Hamilton’s
performance in the first round of
the home run derby? Even better
was the fact that Hamilton’s hurler
was his former American Legion
coach, 71-year-old Claybon
Counsil who threw 50-plus pitches
during Hamilton’s 28-home run
bombardment of the Yankee
Stadium bleachers in
the opening round of
the derby.
Even though
he did not win
the home run
competition,
Hamilton overcame
an even greater battle
in life — overcoming
a serious drug
addiction to work his
way back into baseball. He is back
onto a better path.
The game itself proved to be
quite historic as many records
were set in the last All-Star Game
to be played in “The House that
Ruth Built.” According to ESPN,
the 290-minute game was the
longest All-Star Game in history.
It featured the most pitchers to
appear in an All-Star Game (23)
and the combined teams had the
most strikeouts (34) ever thrown
in a mid-season classic. The game

also had the most players ever to
appear on a lineup card (63) and
of those players who reached safely,
28 were left stranded on base. This
set a record for the most players to
do so in an All-Star Game.
For the most part, the game
was a pitching and defensive clinic.
Plays at the plate, amazing catches
in the outfield and
pickoffs to first
base—the game
had everything.
On the pitching
side, the question
seemed to be, “Can
you hit my fastball?”
Pitchers were
coming in, throwing
in the upper 90’s
and other than a
few mistakes; the hitters appeared
foolish on most of them.
The only problem was by the
later innings, both teams were out
of pitchers and position players.
The All-Star Game should be
played as if something is on the
line, not managed like a Little
League game where everyone
plays. Willie Mays played all nine
innings back in his day when
he played for the All-Star team,
mainly because he was one of the
best players. He was not pulled in

The All-Star
Game is the
only time I
root for any
player from the
Chicago Cubs.

the third inning and replaced by a
relatively unknown outfielder from
Milwaukee. He played the whole
game along with the rest of the
game’s greatest players.
The amount of pitching used in
the game was ridiculous as well. In
normal games, it is not common to
use 11 to 12 pitchers in one night.
Let two or three starters do their
thing and then turn it over to your
two best relievers. That way when
you run into an extra inning snafu
like Tuesday’s All-Star Game, you
have plenty of pitching and bench
players to go along with them.
When there is something at
stake, like home field advantage in
the World Series, it makes sense
to play and manage the game as if
something is on the line.
The All-Star Game is not a
Little League exhibition game.
Let the best players play and take
the game seriously. Hopefully next
year we will see a new approach to
the game and maybe, just maybe,
the National League will finally
be able to end their 12-year losing
streak to the dreaded American
League.
Fruth is graduate student in
curriculum and instruction.

If the Bush Justice Department
gets its way, the FBI may soon be
going after American citizens on
the basis of our race, religion and
ethnicity—even when there is no
evidence of wrongdoing.
Federal law enforcement
officials recently revealed proposed
changes to the so-called attorney
general guidelines that would allow
authorities to initiate investigations of
suspects by matching their personal
traits to a terrorist profile.
Those traits could include such
things as access to military training
and travel patterns, but also ethnic
and religious background. Currently,
an investigation can only be initiated
when there are allegations or evidence
of illegal activities or wrongdoing. If
approved, the changes could go into
effect before summer’s end.
After what we witnessed in the
weeks after the Sept. 11 attacks, when
hundreds of blameless Muslims and
Arab-Americans were monitored,
detained and questioned, it is not
foolish to assume that members of
those same groups would likely be
unfairly targeted for investigation
if the new policy changes are
implemented.
The Justice Department plan
recalls the chilling specter of
COINTELPRO, the infamous FBI
domestic spying program run by J.
Edgar Hoover in the 1960s, which
spied on, infiltrated and tried to
discredit numerous activist groups,
including the Black Panthers and the
American Indian Movement.
All too often, people of color and
left-leaning political activists are the
ones who are viewed as suspicious and
dangerous, and who become targets
of government scrutiny—or worse.
Barry Steinhardt of the American
Civil Liberties Union dubbed the
new proposal the “COINTELPRO
for the 21st century.” He told The
Associated Press that “this is much
more insidious because it could
involve more people.”
Law enforcement agencies, like
everyone else, must learn to adapt
in the age of global terrorism and
rapidly changing technology. But
targeting individuals for investigation
based on their race, religion or other
characteristics without evidence
or allegations of wrongdoing is as
wrongheaded now as it was 40 years
ago.
Andrea Lewis is a member of the Stanford
University John S. Knight Journalism
Fellowship Class of 2008.
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The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news, information, commentary
and public discourse, while helping readers understand the issues affecting their lives.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“ It has a taste of the forbidden, the
illicit,––the subversive, even.”

Helene Samuel,
a restaurant consultant, on the rising popularity of hamburgers in Paris
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Gas stations become a target for ‘misdirected anger’
Increased gas theft
in local area has
policies changing
Jenn Lofton
DAILY EGYPTIAN

As prices rise at the gas pump,
crime has become a more popular
way to fill the tank.
An increasing amount of consumers who pull up to the pump,
pretend they are going to pay and
instead drive off with gallons of stolen gas has station employees and
police keeping their eyes on fuel
nozzles across the nation. The thefts
have caused many stations to change
their policies for how consumers pay.
Harrisburg Police Department
Chief Bob Smith said these thefts
do not usually happen during late
operating hours. Most actually occur
in broad daylight.
Reports of theft in Harrisburg, a
city 35 miles east of Carbondale with
a population of just less than 10,000,
have drastically increased as prices
rise, Smith said. There used to be an
average of three reports per month,
but now theft occurs roughly three
times per week, he said.
“It’s happening more now because
gas is something people have to budget for,” Smith said. “It’s become a
monthly bill.”
Last year,the National Association
of Concenience Stores reported a
$134 million loss because of gasoline
theft. The NACS is responsible for
80 percent of the gasoline industry
and estimated an average loss of
$1,000 per store nationwide.

NACS spokesman Jeff Lenard
said these criminals do not realize
their misdirected anger for high gas
prices is not proving a point. It is
causing them to take out their frustrations on the least responsible party
and not the actual oil companies, he
said.
Lenard said the association could
not predict if there will be a drastic
change in figures for 2008, but thinks
some locations will get hit harder
than others.
“Theft will certainly increase this
year for those stations that don’t
require a prepay system,” Lenard
said.
Most large cities have mandated
a prepay service at their stations,
which requires customers to pay at
the pump with a credit card or pay
the cashier inside before they are able
to get any gas.
Lenard said there are still some
smaller cities and towns that have
not caught on to the system, and as
a result will likely see a higher rate
of theft.
At the Westown Shell station in
Carbondale, employee Jacob Miller
said since they have installed new
surveillance equipment last year and
require customers to prepay, there
have only been a few thefts.
Miller said in previous years the
station did see a moderate theft rate,
but after resolving the problem the
station has become a crime-free
environment and safe for the clerks
that work there, especially those on
late night shifts.
In South Bend, Ind.,Wednesday,
a woman was arrested and charged
with two felonies for theft and battery for striking a BP station atten-

dant after trying to leave the station without paying for $30 of gas,
according to WSBT TV.
Smith said theft of $20 to $30
worth of gas is a price the retailers
have to pay, even when the police are
able to identify and catch suspects.
Smith said someone was apprehended Tuesday after trying to leave a
Harrisburg station without paying
for gas.
The police do not have the manpower to constantly patrol gas stations, but do work to catch the criminals using surveillance video from
the stations, Smith said.
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Jenn Lofton can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 273 or
jlofton@siu.edu.
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T HOMAS B ARKER ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Renee Torres grabs a bottle from a cabinet filled with embalming chemicals in the embalmment lab
Wednesday at the College of Applied Sciences and Arts. Embalming a human body is similar to dialysis,
removing around one eighth of the blood and replacing it with chemicals to disinfect, preserve and
restore the body, Torres said.

A wooden coffin
stands against
the back wall
of the mortuary
science classroom
where many of
the program’s lab
classes take place.
SIUC is one of six
schools in the
nation that offer a
bachelor’s degree
in mortuary
science.
T HOMAS B ARKER
D AILY E GYPTIAN
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Helping the living, Griffith said,
means work must be done to restore
and preserve the bodies of their loved
ones. One of the main processes used
to preserve a body is embalming.
Griffith said embalming is taught
for a full year and requires students
to master the mixture of chemicals
and the correct procedures to assure
the preservation of the appearance
of the body.
To begin the embalming process,
the body must be washed and usually massaged to relieve rigor mortis,
which is the stiffness in muscles and
bones after death.
After the wash, Griffith said the
process becomes very scientific and a
little bloody.
There is a reason for the
“Authorized Personnel Only” sign on
the door to the mortuary science lab.
Embalming is that reason.
The scent of formaldehyde hangs
in the room where the embalmer
pumps blood out of the cadaver.
The embalmer must cut into the
body’s arm and raise the artery. The
artery is attached to a cannula, a
small sharp tool, so the embalmer
can pump blood out of the body
while filling the vacant space with
embalming fluid.
Approximately one-eighth of the
body’s blood is drained during this
process, which Griffith compared to
dialysis.
Renee Torres, a senior from
Metropolis studying mortuary science and funeral services, said lessons
could get messy.
“When you first start out, accidents can happen and the process
could be a mess,” Torres said. “But
there is a learning curve for everything and once you get it, it isn’t very
messy.”
Sometimes preservation through
embalming is not enough, so students must learn reconstructive surgery. Students have to dig wax into
big facial gashes, cover burns or even

mold on missing parts of the face.
The final project of the reconstructive and cosmetic course requires
students to reconstruct the face of
someone famous, Griffith said.
Torres said the process could be
long and tedious, but added she is a
perfect example of being able to succeed without previous artistic ability.
“I’m about the least artistic there
is,” Torres said. “But I can reconstruct
Ronald Regan’s face to a tee, the
wrinkles and everything.”
The College of Applied Sciences
and Arts currently holds about 60
cadavers, which are preserved in the
lab room for mortuary science. Both
the medical school and the mortuary
science department use the cadavers.
Though the school works on
cadavers, Griffith said the best experience comes from the required
internship for seniors in their last
semester.
Harold Harker, director of
Huffman Harker Funeral Home in
Carbondale, said he has employed
SIUC students. Their responsibilities include everything from funeral
planning to embalming, Harker said.
“They might help with a service
or maintenance or assisting in the
preparation, but there haven’t been as
many students working here (lately),”
Harker said. “I guess less people are
working in this (field).”
Griffith said because SIUC is one
of only six universities nationwide to
offer a bachelor’s program in funeral
services, it is the institution’s responsibility to help people move up in the
funeral service business.
She said people lose passion for
the business because of all the death
and grief a funeral service worker
encounters.
“Stress and burnout are the top
reasons people leave,” Griffith said.
“You have to balance having compassion for the families while being
able to detach yourself when you go
home from work.”
Jeff Engelhardt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 268 or jengel@siu.edu.
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by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

By Linda C. Black
by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

Today’s Birthday 07-17-08 This
year your partnerships will be even more
important. That doesn’t mean they’ll be
easy, though. You’ll have to deal with
differences of opinion and all that. It will
be interesting, though, and occasionally
exciting. Expect a wild ride.
To get the advantage, check the
day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the
most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today
is a 5 — To gain one thing you have to
turn your back on another. Keep your
objective in mind and this becomes less
of a problem. It starts to look more like
a dance.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today
is an 8 — You won’t get far if you don’t
take care of details along the way. A little
thing, like changing the oil in your car,
can make a big difference. Take necessary precautions.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) — Today
is a 5 — Slow and easy does it. Stay cool,
even under pressure. Think faster than
you act. You can provide for your family
in a very important way. The key is to
stay in balance.

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
ACROSS
1 Hacienda room
5 Belt holders
10 Parade spoiler
14 Pindar products
15 Dizzying
pictures
16 Trade show
17 Start of Kin
Hubbard quip
19 Three-piece suit
piece
20 Skater Slutskaya
21 NHL star Phil, to
fans
22 Cannes
conception
23 Loyal
25 Cosmo
competitor
27 Part 2 of quip
32 Mar. follower
35 __ cit.
36 Blow a gasket
37 Get new
weaponry
40 Dr. Dre’s genre
42 Interwoven
locks
43 Earnest request
45 B&O and
Reading
47 Telephone trio
48 Part 3 of quip
52 Infield protector
53 Glacier
component

9

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today
is an 8 — A snuggly evening at home
will be much preferable to going out. If
you can’t postpone the meeting, make
it as quick as you can.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today
is a 5 — You don’t have to try to settle
every dispute in the world. One that’s
going on now, for example, is better left
alone. Go and do something else.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today
is an 8 — It’s not likely you can be two
places at the same time, physically. You
can do it telephonically or electronically, though. Use whatever tricks you
have.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) —
Today is a 6 — The trick is to pay all
the bills and still have enough left over
for food. If you’re past that level, apply
the analogy as it fits. The challenge is
tough, but you can win at this game.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
— Today is an 8 — Be gracious with
a person who just wants to contradict everything you say. A smile and
perhaps a hug, if appropriate, win the
argument.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today
is an 8 — A person who doesn’t agree
with you is posing some tough questions. Give the matter some serious
thought. It never hurts to understand
another point of view, even a silly one.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
— Today is a 5 — Take it one step
at a time. And, check before you do
the job to make sure it’s still required.
Anticipate changes, and take them in
stride. Most of all, don’t let them see
you sweat.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is
a 5 — The customer is hard to please,
even when you do a good job. Try not
to lose your temper. That would only
make matters worse. Make it easy on
yourself. Smile.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today
is an 8 — The pace gets a little hectic.
You may have to cut something out of
your schedule in order to do something
else. Go with what’s more important.
Shift things around. Take control.

(c) 2008, Tribune Media Services Inc. | Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

57 Blithering
60 Como __ Usted?
62 Procrastinator’s
word
63 Ananias, e.g.
64 End of quip
66 College credit
67 Schleps
68 Exxon, formerly
69 Wine casks

70 Bikini blast
71 __ of Worms
DOWN
1 Concrete
2 Revere
3 Pope after
Sergius II
4 Start of a JFK
line

18 Sacred promise
24 Sniggler’s prey
26 Leopold’s
cohort
28 Online
greeting
29 Stole or cloak
30 VIP in a will
31 Vegas posting
32 Shrinking
inland sea
33 Le Pew of
cartoons
34 Engrossed
38 Begins anew
39 Author
Angelou
41 Will
proceedings
44 Actress Swit

5 Reed or Rawls
6 Selected
7 Bumpkins
8 Row, row, row
your boat
9 Leisurely walks
10 Film critic
11 Chopped
12 __ dixit
13 Memo

46 Mineo of
movies
49 Outcome
50 Break in the
action
51 Oozed out
54 Formal
response to
“Who’s there?”
55 Swing a
thurible
56 Destructive
plant fungus
57 Oversupply
58 Hokkaido
native
59 Advancement
61 Beret filler
65 Nova Scotia
hrs.

by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

DUSEE
©2007 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

ATTIR
HALIDA
www.jumble.com

HERNET

Sudoku

Ans: HE

THE

Yesterday’s

(Answers
tomorrow))
(
LOFTY
GLOOMY
LOTION
Jumbles: SMOKY
Answer: When he was told about the hole in the wall,
the cop said he’d — “LOOK” INTO IT

By The Mepham Group
Level: 1

2

3

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle

© 2008 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reservved.
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Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

siuDE.com
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Gloria Bode says check out Tuesday’s edition for
reviews of the new Batman flick.
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TEN YEAR ITCH

Not too old but not too new
Avoid summer boredom
with a little ‘90s fun

C
“Transformers 2” star Megan Fox told Fox
News that she was ordered by director Michael
Bay to gain 10 pounds before shooting for
the film began, after she had slimmed down
considerably for an earlier role.
Do you think it is right for directors to dictate
their stars’ weight?

Amber Fijolek
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Heartthrobs in the ‘90s never looked so good.
A decade later, the teenage faces of Jonathan
Taylor Thomas, Devin Sawa and Scott Bairstow
in the 1997 film “Wild America” still tickle hearts
and steal breaths.
Apart from serving as eye candy, the three
play brothers on a quest to film the dangers of the
great outdoors. The young documentarians are
real, full of wit, drama and mischief, and as much
fun to watch as spending time with three of your
trouble-seeking siblings.
JTT plays Marshall Stouffer, the youngest
of the rebels; he uses curiosity-inspired instincts
as his guide rather than common sense, keeping viewers immensely entertained from start
to finish. Oldest brother Marty (Bairstow) and
middle child Mark (Sawa) are none the wiser,
turning every predicament into pure sensation
and humor.
The film is an adventure piece, and what
better summer adventure than a wilderness expedition? The brothers spend borrowed money
on a camera for the ultimate trip across rugged
America in hopes of making names for themselves in their small midwestern town.
As they set off on their journey, it is clear
the boys are amateurs — too housebroken and
naive to survive in the backwoods of the scenic, untamed territories of the west. The crew
battles out-of-their-league dilemmas with some
of Mother Nature’s most-frightening creatures.
Although at the boys’ young and inexpe-

P ULSE

Luke McCormick

I am sure Michael Bay was looking out for
her best interest. Those robots would snap her
in half. It is for her own good to get do some
beefing up.

Amber Fijolek

It has been done before — Tobey Maguire
slimming down to play a jockey, Renee Zellweger
plumping up to play a chubby British journalist,
and even Dennis Quaid skin-and-boning himself
to play an emaciated doctor. Of course directors
have the right to ask for what they want out of
their players. In Hollywood, money is power.

Jana Hughes

PROVIDED P HOTO

rienced ages, the events are unfortunate, the
hazardous happenings make for quite the visual
documentation of what it is like to be on alone
in the wild.
It has spent barely 10 years on the shelf, but
this is certainly a top-shelf pick. The bona fide
portrayal of brotherly love (not sparing moments
of pranks and enmity) brings back childhood
memories in its hour and 40 minutes of fun.
Audiences feel the excitement of what it is like

discovering the undomesticated world and joy of
a journey to hometown hero-dom.
The movie never has a dull moment and
can appeal to many, as it is neither sappy, macho,
childish or complex. Expect a smile, warmed
heart and ultimate satisfaction (even upon repeat
viewings) from a film that needs to be revisited.
Amber Fijolek can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 275 or kelojif@siu.edu.

It is good to hear that he is asking her to put
on a couple pounds rather than loose weight.
Pretty soon we are not going to see faces on
leading ladies — just a vertical line with a circle
on top.

Chip Leffelman

The movie is called Transformers ...
everybody should be required to change in
one way or another. But seriously, she was
skinny (and hot) in “Transformers 1.” How much
skinnier did she get? I say way to go to Michael
Bay. Anything it takes to make this movie rock is
good with me.

DAILY EGYPTIAN

Sports

After Paul Pierce was fined $25,000 during the NBA playoffs for making “menacing gestures” (gang signs)
towards the Atlanta bench, other sports commissioners began to wonder about issues in their leagues. The NFL
has reportedly hired experts to study game footage to determine if gang signs are being used in celebratory
gestures. Is it really a big enough problem to warrant a “team of experts?”
Really? You are telling me the “Dirty Bird” or “Touchdown Salute” could be gang signs

BRANDON AUGSBURG in disguise? I just do not believe this is as big an issue as the NFL is making out of it. Most
bauggie
@siu.edu

players just spike the ball when they score and any celebrations that get too outrageous
get flagged. If players make gestures towards the other team they at least get a penalty and
might get kicked out. So the players already seem to get it, and if a few are dumb enough to
throw up a west side “W” with their fingers it will not belittle the game.

When I first read about this I could not believe this actually was an issue. I have never
known professional athletes to be a part of gangs or anything associated with that.
Organizations should not even consider signing an athlete if he or she have relations to a
gang. They are professionals and must represent that organization and that city they play
in. I would have no tolerance for that athlete and release them right away.

SEAN MCGAHAN
smcgahan
@siu.edu

DAWGIES
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cheesy. I half-expected Buck to
belt out his own version of “There
She Is, Miss America,” only Buck’s
rendition would be entitled “There
He Is, Rollie Fingers.”
Do not get me wrong, I thoroughly enjoy the derby and the
old-timers game, and it would not
really be the Midsummer Classic
without all of that. But there comes
a point when good taste becomes
bad, and when the hoopla around
the game begins to drown it out.
Major League Baseball crossed
that line Tuesday.
There was so much emphasis
about baseball’s history and lore
because the game was the last in
the “House that Ruth Built,” commissioner Bud Selig and the rest
of the league executives lost their
way. It is no secret baseball is far

IAN PRESTON
idpreston
@comcast.net

These experts are the smartest people to ever pick a career path. They get paid to
watch NFL games all day and then turn in a report describing millions of gestures that
could or could not be construed as gang signs. There is really no way to tell, so it is winwin. In a perfect world, players would act like Gale Sayers, who excelled sans celebrations
and “acted like he’d been there before.” Until then, the NFL will be doomed to meaningless PR stunts like this, and the Gang-Sign-Analysis majors will prosper.

removed from its glory days and
the greats introduced at the game
represent that era. So, it is no surprise Selig and his comrades would
cling to that mystique, especially at
such a historic stadium.
But the only way for baseball to
get past the “Juiced Era” and move
into the next stage is to embrace
the future. The past should be
remembered and honored, but the
future of baseball is, well, in the
future.
Just as Yankee Stadium —
America’s Roman Coliseum — is
in its final throes and set to be
demolished after the season in
exchange for a brand new billiondollar stadium, the greats of baseball seasons past should quietly
fade into the distance of memory.
And Selig should let them.
It is one thing to get the “greatest collection of baseball’s all-stars
ever assembled” onto the field
before such a hyped-up game, but

it is overkill to introduce every
single one of them. Maybe just
announcing the Yankee legends at
each position would have worked
better. After all, the rest of the
greats could have just waved and
gotten some camera time and the
effect would have been just the
same in about half the time.
Selig tried to balance remembering and looking forward at the
All-Star Game, but he really only
succeeded in thrusting the legends
in front of this year’s all-stars. It is
sad that the deserving players on
the 2008 roster were usurped by
the introductions and depreciated
in the face of all the history surrounding the game.
Selig, you are in my doghouse
for allowing this to happen — but
you are not the only one to blame.
Brandon Augsburg can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
bauggie@siu.edu.
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INSIDER, page 11: Should the NFL crack
down on gang signs?
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Pummeled
by pageantry
Brandon Augsburg
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Some people just love the pomp and circumstance surrounding Major League Baseball’s
All-Star Game and no one can really blame
them. The pageantry is part of what makes the
event so great.
There is the Home Run Derby, the Futures
Game, and the Legends Game, where baseball
icons play a game of softball alongside movie
and pop culture stars. There are myriad other
events put on by the individual host cities and
organizations as well.
And somewhere among the festivities lies
the game itself. A game that is supposed to
mean something — the winning league gets
home-field advantage in the World Series
— and one that gathers the best players that
baseball has to offer. It is supposed to showcase
what baseball could be, and what it was when
baseball was still America’s pastime.
And perhaps the players could have put on
a better performance during Tuesday’s epic 15inning clash had they not been lulled to sleep
during the final bit of ceremony — the equally
epic player introductions.
Fox’s game coverage began at 7 p.m., and
of course I tuned in at about 7:03 p.m. Then I
waited to see baseball until just before 8 p.m.
Fox commentator Joe Buck announced 18
2008 all-stars, both managers and almost 50
Hall of Fame players, who were assembled at
their respective positions. After each position
was announced there was a long pause where
made-for-TV instrumentals were blared over
the loud speakers at Yankee Stadium. I guess
that was supposed to give everyone watching
the opportunity to comprehend the “magnitude” of the moment, but it was really just
See DAWGIES, Page 11

D AVID L. POKRESS ~ M C C LATCHY TRIBUNE

A Stealth bomber flies over Yankee Stadium prior to the start of the 2008 MLB All-Star game in the Bronx, N.Y.

15 MINUTES WITH ...

Torres
Roundtree
Ian Preston
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Torres Roundtree is one of four incoming freshman on the SIU men’s basketball team that are looking to
make an impact in 2008. After
playing high school basketball in
Florissant, Mo., he will join former teammate Anthony Booker
on the floor for the Salukis. We
caught up with Roundtree for
this week’s 15 minutes.
DAILY EGYPTIAN: You
have been over to coach
Chris Lowery’s house
for some of Mrs.
Lowery’s cooking.
How is it?

TORRES ROUNDTREE: It’s pretty good.
She’s made spaghetti, fish — things like
that.
DE: So, was that part of what sold you on
coming to SIU?
TR: I didn’t really expect that. It sure is a
nice break, though, from the cafeteria food.
DE: You lived in San Diego for a while?
TR: I was born in St. Louis, but I moved
to California when I was about four months
old, so I was basically raised in California.
I just wanted to move around and see new
places.
DE: So, what was it like being a
freshman in high school and people
asking you what college you were
going to go to?
TR: It was kind of funny. I
had a lot of people asking me
if I was going to Duke like my
brother, but I wasn’t about just going
to the high major school. For me it
was the coaching. It was nice,
though, in high school
being good at basketball made me not like
the other freshmen. I
was treated more like

an upperclassmen right away.
Lowery?
DE: You and the other three freshmen
TR: He’s a nice guy right now, but I’m
coming in have been pretty hyped up. How sure once we get into fall practices he’ll
has it been with everyone knowing your change and really push us hard.
name and you have not even
DE: What did you
stepped foot on the court yet?
think about SIU basketball
TR: It’s been all right.
last year?
Hopefully we live up to the
TR: They undert’s been a pretty
hype. We’re all pretty laid back
achieved, obviously, but
good transition.
so we don’t really get too caught
with us four coming in we
up in all the hype.
should be able to pick that
All four of us are
up. They need some kids
DE: How has the transition
actually pretty
who can score and help
been for you going from high
school to college with the three
similar so we fit well out, and I think we can
really do that for them.
others?
together.
TR: It’s been a pretty good
DE: So, what type of
— Torres Roundtree
transition. All four of us are
hobbies
do you have?
incoming freshman on the SIU
TR: I actually used to
actually pretty similar so we fit
men’s basketball team
surf when I lived back out
well together.
DE: You guys play a lot of
in San Diego and skatevideo games and I hear [fellow freshman] boarded. I haven’t for a while now because of
Kevin Dillard is the best of the bunch?
basketball and moving back to the Midwest,
TR: Yeah, he is pretty good. If he gets the but I used to go out on the ocean and ride
hang of a game, he’s really good.
some waves. They weren’t the big ones but I
DE: How about you?
still got out there.
TR: I’m no pushover. I’ll beat him a
couple of times.
Ian Preston can be reached at
DE: What is your impression of coach
536-3311 ext. 282 or idpreston@comcast.net.
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